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life and activity but no moral attributes fit,is be-cause of the comparative feebleness and deadrieis of their moral principles. It is not because their sense of beauty is too strong, and they are exquisitely alive to the charms of nature; but because their sense of duty is too weak, and they are strangely insensible to the hatefulness of sin and to the claims of righteousness. It is because their minds are one-sided and ill-balanced, and especially because reverence for holiness is not, as it ought to be, the central conviction of their souls. There can be, I need scarcely say, no true piety which rests on sympathy with the beautiful to the exclusion of reverence for moral excellence, or even in which aesthetic emotions are not subordinated to moral convictions. A being like man, who lives continually under moral law, cannot safely luxuriate in a mere religion of beauty.
But while this is to be kept in mind, it must also be maintained that theism, rightly apprehended, can sustain and satisfy all sensibilities to beauty not only as well as pantheism, but much better. It fully recognises the truth in virtue of which pantheism attracts aesthetic natures, although it recognises other truths as of still greater moment. Its acknowledgment of God as a personal moral Governor and Judge does not prevent its also acknowledging that He creates with plastic hand all lovely things, adorns even the desert flower, born